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ABSTRACT

The barangay-based anti-criminality initiative engages officials, barangay
tanod personnel, and residents in deterring crime and promoting public
safety. Barangay Sauyo, which has more than 76,000 residents, continues to
experience minor theft, drug-related offenses, and disturbances in public
spaces. These concerns are compounded by insufficient resources, limited
training for local peacekeepers, and residents’ reluctance to report crimes
because of fear or mistrust. This study assessed the program’s impact and
identified areas for improvement. A quantitative descriptive research design
was used to evaluate the program. Data were collected through a survey
questionnaire administered to 10 barangay officials and 40 residents of
Barangay Sauyo, selected through random sampling. The assessment
covered crime prevention activities, police—community relations, and
capacity building. Frequency, percentage, weighted mean, and a four-point
Likert scale were used to analyze the data. The program was assessed as
having a high impact, particularly on police—community relations (3.45) and
crime prevention (3.38). Its highest-rated strengths included rapid
emergency response (3.525), officers’ attitudes (3.675), and training in
identifying suspicious behavior (3.485). However, 92.5% of respondents
identified insufficient resident support, while 87.5% reported a shortage of
patrol equipment. The findings indicate that although the program was
effective, its long-term sustainability may be constrained by logistical and
social challenges. The results support Community Policing Theory by
suggesting that trained community guardians are more effective than mere
presence. The study recommends strengthening resident trust, improving
coordination with the Philippine National Police, allocating funds for
equipment, and adopting the SARA model—Scanning, Analysis, Response,
and Assessment—to support sustained program effectiveness.
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